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Pastor Katherine (Kate) Woolf 

pastorkate@friedens.org.  

 

Billie Hansen, Secretary 
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Upcoming dates… 
 

Church Council meeting  —  Jan. 5, 2017 @ 6:30 

Un-hanging of the Greens  — Jan. 14, 2017 @ 10:00 

Annual Meeting  —  Jan. 15,2017 

Ash Wednesday  —  March 1, 2017 
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 PASTOR’S PAGE... 

Continued on page 2 

Happy New Year!  

It’s amazing to think that it’s 2017 and I’ve already been here at Friedens for 1.5 years (including the interim 

time)! It has been a great joy to get to know you all better and to learn more about the rich history of Friedens 

during 2016.  

So much good ministry has happened over the past year including: doubling the number of Lutheran World Relief 

school kits that we packed; a new record crowd at the German Service; an awesome cave-inspired VBS (thanks to 

Sheridan Lutheran for sharing their awesome decorations!); aid given to some families in need of a helping hand; 

a fun Christmas play and caroling to shut-ins; confirmation classes with Grace Lutheran Church; and much more!  

One major thing we’ve done is engage in the Transformational Ministry process. Together as congregation,      

pastor and synod we agreed that there is still good ministry to do here at Friedens for the sake of our             

neighborhood and community, but in order to do that we recognize some changes need to be made. So, we 

signed a covenant that committed us to reading scripture and praying regularly (not just in worship!), engaging in 

conversations about faith, and several other items. How have those things been going for you? Have you found 

time to read your bible or study it with other Christian folks? Have you found time to set aside for prayer, even if 

it’s while you’re driving, exercising, or cleaning? If so, great! Please share your experience with others! If not, 

consider making these vital faith practices part of your New Year’s Resolutions, and let us know if there are ways 

that we can help support you in the process. Need devotional materials? Would a prayer service once a week be 

helpful? Evening bible study? Let me know.  

As we enter 2017 there are challenges ahead for us. We will have to ask ourselves some hard questions about 

where we want to commit our time, energy and money to do ministry. This may mean deciding that some        

projects or ministries that have been wonderful parts of Friedens’ history no longer serve the purpose that they 

once did, and lovingly retiring them. It may mean engaging in new ministry projects in the form of partnerships 

with other organizations (for example: Park Middle School, another ELCA congregation, or nearby social service 

organizations) to combine resources to do ministry more effectively. It could mean activities intended to           

welcome folks from the neighborhood or area surrounding Friedens that meet needs that they have – perhaps 

for language learning or young adult fellowship. Our Transformational Ministry team will be continuing             

conversations with folks in the congregation and folks in the community to see what opportunities might exist 

where Friedens could engage in ministry. No specific plans yet – though if you have an idea, we’d love to hear it! 

As clear ideas emerge they will be presented to the council and the congregation.  
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Other challenges will be financial. As you are likely aware, Friedens has, like many congregations, experienced 

financial difficulties in recent years, with our expenses exceeding our contributions. A variety of steps have 

been taken to address this situation, including reducing what we spend in a variety of areas and negotiating 

lower rates on some of our ongoing utility bills. Fran Zessin (and sometimes others) graciously offers her time 

and energy to help us keep the church clean, so that we do not need to pay for custodial services. (If anyone is 

looking for a project once a week I’m sure she wouldn’t mind extra hands!) Others have chipped in to donate 

supplies that we need, like toilet paper and soap, or have given in-kind donations of supplies for meals and 

youth activities. All of these things are very helpful. As a result, our expenses have dropped significantly      

between 2015 and 2016: around $23,000!  

This is great progress! Unfortunately, our giving has also decreased significantly between last year and this 

year. It’s hard to know the reason for that decrease, but it has meant the need to use a significant amount of 

reserve money to keep up with our bills this year. We will not be able to continue this trend after 2017. A 

change will be needed to help alleviate the gap between our expenses and contributions. Our hope is that will 

happen through an increase in contributions or fundraising (if you have ideas, we want to hear them!) rather 

than by cutting expenses further. This is because most cost-savings have already been implemented so further 

cuts will likely impact personnel – either numbers of hours worked or perhaps whether a full-time pastor can 

be maintained. Nothing of this nature will happen immediately. Instead, we will continue our important      

renewal work while simultaneously imagining together what our future ministry might look like.  

The Spirit of God is always at work among us and sometimes surprises us with new ideas and possibilities, so 

who knows what interesting ministry God might bring about in our midst! We will begin conversations about 

how our future ministry might look with Rev. Megan Morrow, assistant to the bishop, in the spring. The synod 

has helped congregations in similar positions before and has many ideas about the different shapes that     

ministry can take that they will share with us to help us imagine a good future together. There will be lots of 

time for conversation – to hear ideas and for everyone to ask questions and express opinions.  

So, do not be afraid (think of the number of times that God says that to others – and us! – in the bible). Yes, 

change is likely coming, and we may find it challenging, but God’s people have often faced changes and      

challenges. God has been faithful to them, and has been faithful to the people of this congregation through its 

past 110 years. God will continue to care for and walk with us wherever our paths lead us in the new year and 

in whatever form our future ministry takes. One of my favorite verses has always been Joshua 1:9 – “Have I 

not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 

God will be with you wherever you go.”  And it always turns out that way, even when it’s not obvious at first. 

God is with us wherever we go.  

So, let us pray this prayer from Holden Village together in these coming days as we pray, study, worship and 

listen for the Spirit’s guidance in the midst of this all, and may we rest in God’s mercy knowing that we are not 

alone, whatever road we travel.  

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrod-

den, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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FEBUARYWORSHIP     

 LEADERS 

Altar Guild 

Maxine Pfrimmer & Carolyn Hogg 

Head Usher 

Kent Vollenwider 

Communion Assistant 

5—  Becky Roberts 

18 19 —  Peggy Russell 

Lectors 

2 5  — TBA  

3 12  —  TBA  

4 19  —  TBA  

5 26  —  TBA  

Greeters 

2 5  — Amy Rezny & Joyce Boerger 

3 12  —  Irene Newhouse & Maria Kildau 

4 19  —  Nancy Borrell & Jane Cosier 

5 26  —  JoAnn Ninneman & Jimmy Oltmer  

There are greeting cards in the back of 

the church … If you would like to fill one out 

for someone who might be having a birthday,       

anniversary, or you are just thinking of them etc. 

please fill out the card  with the persons first and 

last name  and put it back in the basket. We will 

stamp and mail it or deliver it to that person. 

P.S. If you have extra greeting cards please place 

them in the back of the church and they will be 

sorted for others to use. 

Any questions ask Fran Zessin 

No greater way to show   God's love than to be 

in touch with others. 

Annual Congregational Meeting  

January 15th, 2017 

A potluck dinner will follow worship and the meeting will begin after the meal. 

Scrip Program Resumes 
 

Our Scrip program is a great way to purchase 

cards for items you would be buying anyway   

(ie. groceries) while raising money for Friedens.  

We participate in the Lincoln Lutheran Schools 

Scrip Program.  Funds raised through this       

program are designated to payment on our    

renovation loan. Scrip orders will be taken the 

first Sunday and gift cards delivered to you the 

third Sunday of the month.  If you are not       

familiar with the Scrip program please speak 

with Kathy Holland or  Julie Erickson.  More    

information and order forms may be found in 

the entry way of the church.  
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Poinsettias 2016 

IN HONOR OF: 

Jim, Julie, Emily and Tyler Hogg and Charlotte, Chris and Dean Garland by  Bob & Carolyn Hogg 

Lucille Rempe, by Kathy Rempe 

Jeannie (Dreith) Bloom (Scott’s Mom), children and our  Grandsons by Linda Dreith 

Delores Kaufman by David and Nicole Kaufman 

Dale Meyer and Hillary Clinton by Megan Grimes 

Church Carolers with enjoyment and appreciation by Dan & Diane Wacker 
 

IN CELEBRATION OF: 

Friedens and Pastor Kate by Linda Dreith 
 

IN MEMORY OF: 

Andrew and Elizabeth Beltz by Melvin and Deloris Bellinger and Steven and Catherine Beltz 

Frieda and Bill Deer and Gloria Jacox by Mary Joyce and Don Schoening 

My Husband, Donald Brunken by Barbara Brunken 

My Husband, Earl Borrell and Parents Mr and Mrs Clarence Deer by Nancy Borrell 

My beloved parents, Mr and Mrs. R.S. Adams, Dr. and Mrs. H.M. Goede, Gerald H Goede, and Ann 

Hockenbary by Carolea Adams  

My Husband, Jack Pfrimmer, by Maxine Pfrimmer 

John Kildau and Ralph King by Brad King 

My Husband, LeRoy Uglow by Angie Chesnut 

Nelva Beethe, by Kathy Rempe 

Our parents, John & Mary  Katherine Wacker by Dan & Diane Wacker 

Our parents, Harry Dreith, Elvin and Lena Bratton and our Grandparents by Linda Dreith 

Martha Yost Kraft by Vicki Yost Norton 

Rev. Stanley W. Floth and his parents Conrad and Molly Floth and Sharon  Floth and Family 

David L Kaufman, George and Katherine Kaufman by David and Nicole Kaufman 

Forest Stams by  Megan Grimes 

Early Friedens families, the Schribers, Kisslers and Rohrigs by Kathy Svoboda 

Stan Trampe by Judy Trampe 
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Did you forget the check book?  Did you forget your cash?  This could help you out… 

The following is some information on how you can give online safe and secure from your own home. If 

you go to www.friedens.org (the Church Web site) and go to the bottom of the page there you will find 

a blue square with the word DONATE. When you click on it, it will take you to a secure website that 

says Welcome Friedens. You will need to create an account. Once you have created an account you will 

just have to sign in each time before you make your donation.  You can make a onetime donation or set 

up  a weekly donation, it’s your choice. Below is some information about Vanco the company Friedens 

uses for this service. Vanco is very helpful if you have questions. Their phone number is below or you 

can call the church office at 402-476-3888.   

Vanco does what we do best—payments—to help you do what you do best. 

Vanco Payment Solutions provides the specialized payment solutions that let you better do the          

important work you’re called to do. We work closely with churches, schools and other faith-based          

organizations to move you beyond a cash-and-check-only environment. With the ability to accept credit 

card, debit card and eCheck donation from anywhere within your organization, you’re able to meet 

more needs, extend your reach and strengthen vital relationships. 

Vanco is the payments partner with the in-depth understanding of what it takes to facilitate predictable 

donations from members. Our technology and services were specifically designed to help manage this 

key part of a faith-based organization’s operations. Vanco has the know-how you need to make your 

entire giving process effective, secure and easy for you—and those you serve. 

More than 18,000 churches, schools and other faith-based organizations nationwide rely on Vanco  

Payment Solutions for convenient electronic donation and payment services. Our specialized solutions 

provide much-needed financial stability, better forecasting and greater confidence in meeting financial 

goals and operations. 

Vanco is endorsed by: 

 

 

Questions?  Customer service representatives are available 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (ET) Monday 

through Friday. Emergency Technical Assistance available 24/7. 1-800-675-7430 

When we give freely….. 

We are able to be a part of God’s Kingdom work at Friedens, in Lincoln and around the world.  We 
serve an incredibly generous God and count it a privilege to give back to Him what He has          
generously given to us. 

Year To Date Report: December 26th, 2016 

                            Receipts  $94,234.72                 Disbursements  $124,272.06 
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Prayer Chain…The Prayer Chain at Friedens (and all other churches) is a vital part of the ministry 
we do. Caring for others in general, but especially for those in our church family, is what we are called to 
do. You are needed. Please call Maxine Pfrimmer (402-464-3024) and tell her you would love to be part 
of the prayer chain. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers...Please let the church office know if there has been a birth, baptism, 

marriage or death in your family that you would like to share. Let us know if someone is hospitalized or 
needs our prayers. With your permission, this request will be added to the list of Prayer Concerns in the 
Sunday   bulletin.  If you would like immediate prayers for the individual, the office will initiate the Prayer 
Chain. 

HIPPA regulations do not allow a hospital to  notify the church if someone in our  congregation is         
hospitalized, Please call the church office with this information at 402-476-3888 or email at 
office@friedens.org  You can also call the  Pastor @ (316)371-0803, in case of an emergency. 

Senior Potluck Fellowship… Seniors meet in Friedens Fellowship Hall at noon on the 2nd Tuesday 

of each month. All seniors are welcome, those who drive and those  who don’t. The  more the      

merrier so come and invite a friend. Bring a food item…or not...just come.   

Plates and drinks are provided. You don't need to sign up–just  come. If you need 

  a ride call the Church office at 402-476-3888. Following the meal communion  

is  offered by the Pastor to those who aren’t able to attend Church on Sundays. 

 Prayers…. 

Rod   Magnuson     

Marian Ripenburg    

Brad Magnuson    

Delores Kaufman 

We continue to collect the following items to benefit our mission partners and local   
service  organizations.    

Food for the Food Pantry (see needed items in another article in this newsletter) 

Plastic bags that are made into mats for the Homeless, a project led by GracePointe  residents (Tabitha 
Assisted Living Community)  

Teddy bears and personal care items for the People’s City Mission 

Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House in Omaha 

Labels for Education and Box Tops for Education for Mosaic in Axtell 

Coupon Flyers for Tabitha---Residents clip these as a service project. The                                                    
coupons are given to a local Lion’s Club who send them overseas to Military                                              
families in Germany 

All items may be left in the entryway to the  sanctuary.   Thank you!  

  Social Ministry Team 

Gladys Herstein             

Jewel Hardt  

Gerry Millier 

Dick Busker 

                                    

Karen Melang (Anne’s Mother  

Robert Wessels (father of Deb Marr) 

Lee Huelle (brother of Jean Wheat) 

Nick Busker (grandson of Sue & Dick Busker) 

Mike Hampton (brother of John Hampton) 
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(3) Rick Lutz 

(3) Karen Michael 

(4) Chrystal Anderson 

(4)  Wilder Owens 

(5) Bob Hogg 

(5)  Randy Koch 

(9) Maxine Pfrimmer 

(13) Aaron Vollenweider 

(17)  Hannah Ledford 

(17) Lynn Wedland 

(17) Kirk & Jessica Beute 7 Years 

(17) Robert Sinn 

(20) Dora Sorensen 

(21) Jeff Harrington 

(21) Juan & Ashlie Uribe  3 Years 

(20)  Charlie Hardt 

(24) Dave Allen 

(25) Alma Wilson 

(29) Norman Chrastil 

(31) Jimmy Oltmer 

JANUARY  Birthdays  

and Anniversaries 

Has your Email  changed? If so, please let the office know by sending an email to …
Office@friedens.org 

January  Opportunities to Grow in Faith 
Thursday morning Bible Study   —  10:00  —  11:00  at Friedens (Annex) 
 

Women of the ELCA Bible Study   —   4:30  —  5:30  at Van Dorn Villa, the first Tue. of each 
Month (this group does not meet in December, January or February) 
 

Watch  for more information about Special Sunday educational opportunities. 

 

JANUARY  WORSHIP  

2017 LEADERS 

Altar Guild 

Nancy Borrell & Neoma Jones 
 

Head Usher 

Gary Hardt 
 

Communion Assistant 

8  —  Karen Scribner 

15 — Becky Roberts 

22  —Maxine Pfrimmer 
18  

Lectors 

8  —  Carolyn Hogg 

15 —  Linda Dreith 

22  —  Amy Rezny 

29  —  Linda Dreith 
18  

Greeters 

8  —  Maxine Pfrimmer & Deb Marr 

15 —  Chuck & Lori Schwahn 

22  —  James &  Kris Plunckett 

29  —  Steve & Peggy  Russell 


